
In 2014, the American Counseling Association (ACA) conducted its first-ever Counseling 
Workforce Survey. A decade later, ACA conducted an update to find that since 2014, the total 
number of employed counselors has increased by approximately 36%. Yet, since the onset  
of the COVID-19 pandemic, there have been notable shifts in the counseling landscape, marked 
by high reports of counselor burnout, an increase in telehealth utilization and a burgeoning 
interest among counselors in private practice.

Key Findings and Insights

COUNSELOR COMPENSATION 

 

In segmenting salary by job role, counselor  
educators were found to receive a higher average 
salary (approximately $77,000) than professional 
counselors. 

Those with less than three years of experience in  
the field reported an average salary of approximately 
$57,000, increasing to nearly $80,000 for those 
with over 20 years of experience in the field.

FULL-TIME RESPONDENTS 

$71,000 
PART-TIME RESPONDENTS 

$51,000

Average Professional  

Counselor Salary



TRAINING AND SUPPORT NEEDS
When asked about the types of training needed, respondents identified the following:

Future of the Counseling Profession

> U.S. behavioral health market growth  is expected to grow by $49.3 billion in the  next decade, reaching a total of $136.6 billion  by 203
.In 2022, the most popular counseling occupations: • Substance use, behavioral disorder and mental health counselor• Educational, guidance, school and vocational counselors 1. SpecializationGrief/loss, addiction, EMDR and  dissociative disorders.2. Business-RelatedRunning a private practice, billing insurance companies, note-taking and documentation of sessions,  and leadership/management.3 .  E t h i 6 s - o n  E m e r g i n g  T e c h n o l o g i e s Training related to AI, telehealth, and other emerging technologies, to ensure that they are practiced ethi6ally and are compliant with the regulatory environment. 
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